[Cancer of the pancreas].
The incidence of pancreatic cancer is increasing but the prognosis remains poor. The lack of clearly identified risk factors hinders screening and early diagnosis (when the disease is still curable). The sole curative treatment is surgical resection, which is feasible in only 15% of patients. Chemotherapy regimens are being developed in an attempt to prolong the survival of patients who do not quality for surgery. Recent advances include better knowledge and treatment of pre-neoplastic pancreatic lesions such as mucinous tumors. Basic and translational researchers are attempting to identify tumoral or circulating antigens that could serve as diagnostic markers and/or therapeutic targets.